[Immune reactions of the conjunctiva and cornea following severe chemical burns of the outer eye].
Conjunctival and corneal tissue samples from nine patients with severe changes after acid and alkali burns were examined immunohistochemically. Epithelial HLA Class II antigen expression was present in three of five conjunctival samples, and all of the antigen markers examined in the conjunctival stroma could be stained. HLA Class II expression was demonstrated in four out of five corneal tissue samples. The results show that in Grade III or IV chemical burns, with the diverse changes of the external eye that they produce, immunological and possibly also autoimmune mechanisms can influence the clinical course.